
Secretary of the Interior Oscar L. Chapman has ruled that the proposed com- 
mercial development by private interests of the oyster shell deposits found on the 
&st Save Unit of the Sabine IJational Wildlife Refuge on the Gulf Coast of 
Louisiana-the largest and most important waterfowl wintering refuge in southern 
kited Sta%es--should not be permitted because 
public interest.” 

“such developent will not be in the 

The Secretary’s decision, dated November 17, 1950, is as follows: 

“1. Ihe proposed e,xploitation of the shell depsits on the Sabine Refuge tJould 
operate to seriously affect the Hississippi Flyway. The Sabine riefuge is an essen- 
tial and high&y strategic link in the refxe system. It affords an irreplaceable 
wintering ground for the annual concentration of large numbers of ducks and geese of 
many species at the southern terminus of these migrations. It follows, therefore, 
that any reduction in the cap,acity of this refuge to sustain these wintering water- 
fowl will correqondirgly decrease the sqply of birds throughout the entire 
1% ssi ssipI?i Xlykqq. Consequently, the States directly concerned, and the Xation as 
a whole, have a vital interest in the successful administration and management of 
this important refuge. 

“2. The development +n under consideration is contrary to the principles of 
waterfowl management. It has been dctennined that progressive ejccavations south of 
the present shore of I&e Calcasieu, as proposed, will result in disrupting the 
draiwe affecting underground waters to the depth of t1he excavations essential to 
the utilization of the shell deposits on the refuge. The ecological changes result- 
ing from the operations as contemplated will prove highly detrimental to the 
effective use of the entire refuge for the conservation of wildlife. 

!‘3. The excavations resulting from dredging operations would have no value to 
most species of waterfowl, would affect the entire east cove area, and would render 
a large prtion of the refwe klbrthless for the purpose of waterfowl or other 
wildlife management. 

n&e Louisiana shell deposits are not in a state of critical shortage for 
industrial. uses and there is no justification for authorizing the exploitation of 
the Sabine shell resources by reason thereof. 

“5, It appears that the developent of the shell deposits near I&e Calcasieu 
may seriously affect the ground water levels of the area and the water supply of 
farms and communities to the south thereof, as well as the general k@r~l.ogy of the 
marsh lands adjacent to the lake.” 



In commenting on Secketary ‘Chapman’s stateinent, Albert M, Day, Dire&or of th, 
B’ish and %.ldlife Service, said, ?E;e Service is indeed bappy’over &XXY$~ c 
chapmanr 6 wise decision. Th.e SabinF Refuge, of 142,749 a&s’, at the terminus of 
the ~ssissippi llywgq, is the largest and mo6t irqortant wintering ref&qe that we 
operate in southern Mted States. This is the area whe+e a large’ portion of tk 
important sporting species of ducks such as the mallards, pintails, and gad&l6 cjf 
the Mississippi byway finally wind’up when they have eaten up al.1 of the food from 
the @river swamps and bottom lands, and when these upper re&es are ice-bound or 
too deeply flooded for f ceding purposas, 

~Thousands of waterfowl frequent the area daily in season, with pea% concen- 
tration of 1% to 1% million birds being commn. The East Cove unit, of approximate1 
14,000 acres, is particularly popular with the big Canada geese, and was bought 
specifically for them. It has large eqanses of pure-stand three-square which is 
so highly prized by the Canadas as a winter food. !ke loss of this area would have 
been irreplacable. rr 
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